
A Bronze Celebration. Ten Years of Suncoast Bronze  

by Valerie Bush 
 

Linda Glosson, former resident of New Port Richey, was at a Read and Ring presented by Ring Sarasota in 
2011. She connected with Valerie Bush, who was a Ring Sarasota member driving 175 miles weekly to ring 
with that community group. The two began to dream about a community ensemble in New Port Richey, and 
in about a year they formulated a logo, advertised for auditions in local papers and held an audition.  
 
In 2012 the Directors for Westminster Ringers in Westminster, MD, Larry and Debbie Henning, flew down 
and helped with forms, ideas, registering as a 501(c)3, and selecting music.  We had 11 Ringers, all nervous 
as heck, under the Direction of Linda Glosson. Spirit of Grace Lutheran Church, loaned us bells and hosted 
our first performance, “Joy to the World” in Dec. 2012, during their worship service at their north campus in 
Hudson. 
 
In 2013,  we continued to rehearse at Spirit of Grace in NPR, and prepared for our premier concert on Nov. 
17, 2013, held at Trinity Presbyterian of Seven Springs.  In March, 2014 we performed at Heritage Lakes 
Clubhouse in NPR, and April 26, 2014, we also performed at Asbury UMC in NPR.  In July, Pat Deighton, local 
musician and accompanist, was asked to be our Director.  We started working on our By Laws, and moved 
our rehearsals to Trinity Presbyterian.  Our big accomplishment was a series of Christmas events: a lunch-
eon at New Port Richey UMC (Dec. 6), a worship special at Trinity, and then a full Christmas concert there 
on Dec 14, 2014. They also let us use their bells and provided a rehearsal space. 
 
In 2017, generous donations allowed to purchase our own 3 octaves of Malmark Handbells and Choirchimes 
located in Tyler, Texas. David and Meredith Bray drove to pick up bells and other equipment. A loan from a 
member allowed us to purchase an additional 2 octaves from Bob’s Beautiful Bells in VA. We paid off the 
debt to our ringer and continue to expand our inventory of handbells, hand chimes and accessories, 
through the generous support of our members and fans. 
 
In 2019, we were delighted to land Michael Lamb as our new director, as Pat Deighton had retired. Pat has 
returned to us as a ringer and is having more fun!  Mike continues to develop our skills, our commitment 
and our musicianship.  In 2020, we temporarily rehearsed at First UMC of Lutz; and in 2021, we found a new 
home back in West Pasco, at Holiday United Church of Christ, where we have sufficient storage and rehears-
al space.   
 
This year, we added Lynne Marks as an associate director, and we are planning a trip to Finland and Estonia 
in the summer of 2023. As always, we appreciate the help of our guests and fans to help us get there.  
 
Thank you to Spirit of Grace, Trinity Presbyterian, First UMC of Lutz, and United Church of Christ for re-
hearsal and storage space as well as other support through the years.  Thank you, our audience, for your 
continued support of Tampa Bay’s Premier Community Handbell Ensemble! 
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Upcoming Concerts: 

• April 23,   7 PM 
First UMC of Lutz 
960 W Lutz Lake Fern Rd. 
Lutz, FL  33548 
www.FantasticFirst.org 

• April 24,    4 PM 
Holiday United Church of Christ 
4826 Bartelt Rd.  
Holiday, FL 3469  
www.HolidayUCC.com 

• April 30,   4 PM 
Hudson First UMC  
13123 US Hwy 19 
Hudson, FL  34667 
www.HudsonFirstUMC.org 

• May 1,   4PM 
Lake Magdalene UMC 
2902 W Fletcher Ave. 
Tampa, FL  33618 
www.lmumc.org 
 



Rondo Passacaglia 
Cynthia Dobrinski 

 
“Rondo”,  written in triple meter remi-
niscent of a Viennese waltz, is an origi-
nal composition by renowned composer 
and arranger of handbell music Cynthia 
Dobrinski. A light-hearted, joyful, and 
exuberant piece, “Rondo Passacaglia”, 
follows the structure of the rondo, a 
musical form that consists of a recurring 
theme alternating with episodes 
(harmonic variations on a theme).  In 
Rondo Passacaglia, the episodes con-
trast with the theme, sometimes in a 
minor key with interesting techniques 
including martellato, thumb damp, and 
plucking. The passacaglia, of Spanish 
origin, refers to a triple meter dance 
form in which the theme played in the 
bass repeats with changing harmonies. 
Ms. Dobrinski may have named her 
composition “passacaglia” because of 
its dance-like rhythm. 
 
Written in 1986, “Rondo Passacaglia”, is 

one of Cynthia Dobrinski's works that 
highlight her mastery at weaving vari-
ous techniques through her music while 
simultaneously asking ringers to exe-
cute its many accidentals. This deft 
composing and arranging brings “Rondo 
Passacaglia” to life and keeps the ring-
ers on their toes.  As one of the most 
famous handbell composers in the 
world, Cynthia was an exceptional or-
ganist and Fulbright Scholar as well as a 
prolific composer who has contributed 
more than 175 original compositions 
and arrangements for handbells. 
 
Mike Lamb, SBR’s director, chose 
“Rondo Passacaglia”, for the Bronze 
Celebration concert because of its fun 
and light feel, and the challenge of all 
the techniques.  He first performed this 
piece with his church handbell choir as 
a demonstration piece at a Shattinger 
reading music clinic, which was his first 
experience with a community-type 
environment. This experience led him 
to form Bells in Motion, a community 
handbell choir when almost all handbell 

groups were part of a church.  As Cyn-
thia Dobrinski has recently passed 
away, Mike would like to commemorate 
Ms. Dobrinski’s extraordinary contribu-
tions to handbell repertoire and the 
handbell musicians she has taught, by 
performing her original “Rondo Passa-
caglia”.  
___________________ 
 
Our ten year reunion ensemble is per-

forming a piece, chosen and conducted 

by former SBR director, Pat Deighton, 

during our April 30th concert, at Hud-

son First UMC. Here’s what Pat has to 

say about the piece: 

 

Just A Closer Walk with Thee 

Arr. By Valerie Stephenson 
 

Just a Closer Walk with Thee is a tradi-

tional gospel song that became popular 

in the 1940’s. Not only was it a standard 

in the jazz and gospel music idioms, but 

also found it’s place in American folk 

music. It’s popularity also grew as a 

hymn favorite in the New Orleans jazz 

funerals and has remained there 

through the years. 

 

Valerie Stephenson has arranged this 

piece adding her own touches of jazz 

with the use of the walking bass line, 

gyros, shakes and lots of malleting to 

add depth to the excitement of the 

piece.  

 

The middle section, In the Garden, 

played on handchimes, changes the 

tone of the piece so that the listener 

may feel the emotions of life’s journey 

and God’s presence every day. 

 

The use of “sticking” (playing the mal-

lets on the table, as well as together) 

adds an additional “soft shoe” feel in 

the final section. Listen closely and you 

will hear those shoes a-tapping. 

 

Hope you enjoy the piece.  

“From the quick exuberance of ‘Exultate’ to the joy of ‘Rondo Passacaglia’ to the stun-
ning beauty of ‘Awakening’, I know that you’ll fall in love with handbells all over again.” 

A Note From the Director, Michael Lamb 

Inside the Music by Terry Agosta Rotunda & Pat Deighton 

Spring has always been an 

exciting time for me in the 

handbell world.  Although 

we all think of handbells at 

Christmas time, for me, it 

is the music that we get to 

play for spring and sum-

mer that really expands 

the musical experience on 

handbells.  Not only do we 

get to play great arrange-

ments of many different popular genres, but there 

are tons of great original compositions to choose 

from that take full advantage of this wonderful in-

strument with it’s unique sounds and textures.  From 

exciting, rhythmic and percussive pieces to 

thoughtful, beautiful music, original compositions for 

handbells can highlight the true extent of what hand-

bells can do. 

This spring is only the 2nd non-Christmas concert I’ve 

had with this group, so I get to chose selections from 

my long list of favorite pieces as well as numerous 

new pieces that we’ll be highlighting.  From the quick 

exuberance of ‘Exultate’ to the joy of ‘Rondo Passa-

caglia’ to the stunning beauty of ‘Awakening’, I know 

that you’ll fall in love with handbells all over again 

when you hear them. 

We will also be playing arrangements of some monu-

mental tunes like ‘America’, ‘In The Mood’, and even 

‘Love Will Keep Us Together’.  Once again, we have 

something for everyone and a concert that I know all 

of you will enjoy. 

This is a special year for Suncoast Bronze Ringers, and 

as you’ll see elsewhere in this newsletter, we have 

some special things planned for our ‘reunion’ concert 

on April 30th, in Hudson.  The other concerts will 

feature some special celebrations as well.  It’s be-

cause of this I’ve entitled the concerts ‘A Bronze 

Celebration’.   

Besides the great music and festivities, I am thrilled 

to introduce an assistant director for this spring in 

Lynne Marks.  Lynne is an outstanding ringer, director 

and musician and has played and taught at the na-

tional handbell level.  She was handbell director at 

Lake Magdalene United Methodist Church for many 

years and will be playing with us and directing several 

pieces this spring.  We are thrilled to have Lynne join 

us for the spring semester! 

I am also very excited to feature Michael Amos on 

cello for 2 pieces in the 

spring program.  I have 

known Michael for many 

years and he is one of the 

top cellists in the area.  He 

will be featured on ‘Dona 

Nobis Pacem’, an arrange-

ment by Kevin McChesney 

that was recorded by Pikes 

Peak Ringers and world-

famous cellist Yo-Yo Ma. He 

will also join the group on an original composition for 

cello and handbells by Karen Lakey Buckwalter called 

‘Awakening’.  You do NOT want to miss this wonder-

ful musical moment created by the combination of 

cello and handbells! 

Thank you all, again, for making our Christmas 2021 

concerts so successful and I look forward to seeing 

you this April and May for our Spring 2022 concerts! 
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Michael Amos, Cellist 



Suncoast Bronze Ringers 

Under the guidance of our 
Music Director, Michael Lamb, 
SBR is an advanced communi-
ty handbell ensemble based in 
the Tampa Bay area. Formed 
in 2012, we play a repertoire 
that delights audiences and 
promotes the art of handbell 
ringing through concerts, 
community events and educa-
tional opportunities. We are 
members of Area 4 of Hand-
bell Musicians of America, a 
professional society dedicated 
to the education of ringers 
and expansion of the art of 
handbell ringing throughout 
the United States. 
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Suncoast Bronze Ringers, January 2021  
Left to Right: Teri Michael, Adrian Carter, Kathryn Hinton, Terry Agosta Rotunda, Valerie Bush, Amy Meyers, Julie Roahrig, Susan Napier, Nancy Chase, Michael Lamb, 

Kirsten Ostergren Clark , Diane Salmon, Jeanmarie Seabaugh, Cyndi Hughes, Delaine Roberts, Jackie Kerschbaum, Brenna Lehman, Patricia Deighton 

Behind the Bells 

Jeanmarie Seabaugh started ringing handbells at 

her church in Connecticut when she was 15 years old. She moved 
around the country and played in various handbell choirs as she could, 
including Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Michigan. While she was 
playing at Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church in Brighton, MI, the 
handbell director retired and moved south and there were no handbells 
for two years. So she went to the Music Director and said – “I will try to 
direct handbells, but only for the Christmas season, and I want no hard 
feelings if I say I won’t do it any further!”. Well, six years later she was 
still directing Handbells and did the fundraising to expand the 3 octaves 
to 4! Only a move to Florida stopped her. She took a break from hand-
bells and was eventually encouraged to audition with SBR. 
 

She has been with the group since 2012 and as treasurer, helped the group obtain their 501(c)3 non-
profit status. She lives in New Port Richey and works in Tarpon Springs as the manager of the tax 
practice of a well-established financial and retirement planning firm. Her tax colleagues are her big-
gest fans and come to all of her concerts. She keeps busy with her own business preparing taxes, and 
with her aging parents who live in Spring Hill, and still finds time for handbells! She has two sons, one 
daughter and four granddaughters – one of whom lives in Weeki Wachee and she sees whenever she 
can spare a moment! 

Connect with us: 

Www.SuncoastBronzeRingers.com 



10th Anniversary Reunion Ensemble  
Pat Deighton, Director  

 

Hudson First United Methodist Church 

13123 US Hwy 19,  Hudson FL   34667 

 

Saturday, April 30, 2022    4:00 PM  

Tickets $10 at the door, or online. 

 

In celebration of our 10th Anniversary, we have a very special concert in store for you: A Bronze Celebration. At our perfor-

mance at Hudson First UMC, we will also feature a special piece by our Reunion Ensemble.  We reached out to our former 

members, and invited them to participate in the concert under the direction of former director, Pat Deighton.  Pat, a char-

ter member who took over as Director when Ms. Glosson retired in 2014, retired herself in the spring of 2019, and re-

turned as a ringer in 2020. 

 

Pat chose “Just A Closer Walk”, arranged by Valerie Stephenson, for this featured piece. It has rhythm, two familiar hymn 

tunes and some exciting stick work! The music, and a recording of the piece, was sent to each ringer in January, 2022. We 

are listening and practicing the piece using “air bells” until we are able to get together in late March, to rehearse in person. 

Some of these folks are not currently active ringers, but we have it on good authority that it is like riding a bicycle: you nev-

er forget how! 

 

The Reunion Ensemble consists of: 

 

Charter members joined in 2012 Pat Deighton, Valerie Bush, Delaine Roberts and Terry Agosta Rotunda 

Joined in 2013 Jackie Kerschbaum & Beth Trotter 

Joined in 2014 Paula Kolbas Cooey, Deb Haglen, Teri Michael & Diane Salmon 

Joined in 2015 Cyndi Hughes & Jeanmarie Seabaugh (Vicki Apple was unavailable) 

Joined in 2016 Anne Rickel (Brenna Lehman was unavailable)  

Joined in 2017 David Basler & Nancy Cox (Matt Parker was unavailable) 

Joined in 2018 Kim Mehan (Rebecca Kasang & Shelly Pinkard were unavailable)  

 

With the arrival of Michael Lamb as Director in the fall of 2019, we added more ringers:  

 

Joined in 2019 Jack Logansmith, Nancy Chase, Kathryn Hinton & Julie Roahrig 

Joined (and re-joined) in 2020 Adrian Carter & Pat Deighton   

Joined in 2021 Kirsten Clark, Amy Myers & Sue Napier 

Joined in 2022 as our first Assistant Director/Ringer Lynne Marks 

   

We also gratefully acknowledge the talented people who stepped up to cover as substitute ringers: 

   Joanne Kelly, Kathryn Jurado, Tami Lamb, Lynne Marks, William Murphy and Stephanie Sheeley 

 

 

Charter Members of Suncoast Bronze Ringers, est. 2012 

Meredith Bray, Valerie Bush, Pat Deighton, Linda Glosson, Jim Heinrich, Lynne Homan, Janet Lloyd, Bryan Miller, 

Oliver Oyama, Delaine Roberts, Terry Agosta Rotunda and Anna Stubbendick. 

 

 

The names in bold font are current members of Suncoast Bronze Ringers.   

A Bronze Celebration by Jackie Kerschbaum 
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Seating is limited. We suggest that you pre-purchase tickets on the website. 

Lynne G. Marks’ professional career includes positions as a board certified music therapist, handbell 
specialist, church musician, music educator, licensed practical nurse and degreed interior design consult-
ant. A graduate of Eastern Kentucky University, Lynne received her Bachelor of Music Education and 
completed her certification in music therapy from Florida State University on the graduate level. As an 
undergraduate at Eastern, Lynne was awarded a scholarship to teach the handbell curriculum for two 
years.  
 
Her ringing experience spans 55 years in addition to 50 years of conducting vocal and handbell choirs. 
She is a 50-year member and published author of Handbell Musicians of America. She has written arti-
cles on four-in-hand techniques and “Bells for Special Needs/Alzheimer’s & Dementia” and also au-
thored the manual “Using Handbells and Chimes for Persons having Alzheimer's, Dementia and Related 
Disorders”. 
 
She served as Director of Handbells, at First Christian Church in Tampa, FL for 25 years, was co-founder 
and conductor of The Bay Area Ringers, Inc. an auditioned semi-professional community handbell en-
semble begun in 1989, and recently completed 15 years of service to Lake Magdalene United Methodist 
Church in Tampa. as Director of Handbell Ministries. 
 
Lynne has served in many capacities for The Guild (HMA), having served as Florida State Chair and Area 4 
Chair. She has mentored and been instrumental in the growth of handbells in the state of Florida. 
 
Currently, Lynne has been selected to serve as the Assistant Director for Suncoast Bronze Ringers, for 
our Spring, 2022 season. 

Welcome Lynne Marks, Asst. Dir., Spring 2022 


